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EDITORIAL 
by Hal Nason 


Welcome to yet sncther edition of BRACEBITS! Where does the 
tise go? If seems like only yesterday ‘hat I vas putting 
BRACEBITS to bed. [ guess that ! am just getting older and 
time sure does seea to go a iot faster as ! get older. 


eeteeeee NENSPLASH teeeeee 


This editoriai is being iaterrupped for an iaportant 
newsflash. It has been reported that the President of 
B.R.A.C.E, has been seen interfacing vith an IBN (sic) 
cosputer, 


Stay tuned for further developments in this shocking story. 


#244442 RETURN TO EDITORIAL #eeteet 


OK, vhere vas I before { vas so rudely interrupted? OK, I 
confess, I have sinned. The above newsflash is correct in so 
far as it went. My fingers have touched the keys of an IBM 
systea 2 coaputer. OK, OK even sore than one. It's even 
worse, I have even opened up two of thea and installed voice 


———tards, “But wait, Thad NO CHOICE!!! I was only doing ay job, 


forces beyond ay control ake it necessary for ae te work on 
these IBM floozies. But, rest assured my feliow Atarians that 
ay heart is not into consorting vith thea. 


Sure they can do some neat things that ay good ole 130XE can’t 
do, but they have 640K of RAN. Actually I am not all that 
impressed vith what I have seen so far. While the above 
foraentioned computers are quicker and have better resolution, 
I ag not convinced that they are vorth all of the extra aoney 
that was paid for thea. Certainly, the ST can do a better joa 
for less soney, and since these computers are for pre-school 
children to use, think of how aany conputers could have been 
bought for the same aoney!!! Each child could have a computer 
of their ovn for the soney spent on two IBM's! 
Unfortuneately, IBM got the governaent ts have them be the 
supplier for the grant program. So here I sit as a Guienea 
Pig for {BM because some government official vas pressured by 
TBM for the contract. Of course, Apple probably vould have 
gotten it if IBM had not. Question, vere is Atari? 


I know that this is a problem that is not easily surmounted, 
i.e, those in charge only consider the big boys, Making it 
very difficult for Atari, or anybody else, to get a fair 
shake. But, as a taxpayer, I sure get riled by such things; 
knowing that ay goney could have been spent auch viser. 
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still wonder if Atari couldn't at least ake an effort to 
court the education aarket. Qne of the things ve vere taught 
to look for when considering software for pre-school children 
was color graphics and good aniaation. What coaputer does this 
the best, dear friends? Who alse but Atari? Hey Jack, how 


As I said earlier in this editorial, I amg mot all that 
iapressed vith the IBN or the Apple, which I recently sav 
seaonstrated. For instance, the drawing prograa purchased for 
the TEM is sigilar ts that of the a-bit Atari and.it doesn’t 
even Rave all of the features of tae 16K program that the Atari 
Touch tabiet or Koala Pad runs on! The IBM program does not 
have ccanected lines, rays, airror immaging, discs, and boxes 
amoung other features of AtariArtist and Micra Illustrator. 
The prograg is even harder to use in gost aspects, such as - the 
saving of a picture, loading of new pictures, erasing a 
picture, etc. The resolution is better, but not better than an 
Atari ST. U.S. government, you could have had an Atari!! In 
fact, you could Aave had many Atari's for the sage aaount of 
money! Write your congressaen. Let then know about this! 


DISCLAIMER 


BRACEBITS is published aunthiy by 5.R.A.c.E. (Bluegrass Segion 
Atari Coaputer Enthusiasts) of Lexington Kentucky. Al? 
contents, unless othervise noted, are public doaain and 
available for duplication. This newsletter is created by and 
for dues paying aeabers of B.R.A.C.E. It is also available on 
an exchange basis vith any other Atari users group. Neither 
B.R.A.C.E, nor BRACEBITS is affiliated vith the Atari Corp.. 
Atari and the FUJI symbol are registered tradeaarks of Atari 
Corp. Any reference to any tradeoark should be so noted and is 
acknowledged. The articles in this newsletter are the opinions 
of the authors and do not necessarily reflect that of the 
officers or the group, 


Any dues paying meaber of B.R.A.C.E. say submit an article to 
the edjsor for publication. The deadline for submissions is 
the first Tuesday of the gonth the newsletter is due out. 
Articles nay be edited and/or published at the discretion of 
the editor. Articles aay be sailed to Hal Nason, {St Todds Rd. 
#240, Lexington, KY 40509 or subaitted via odea to 
(606)263-8989, you'll need to call me by voice first. 
AtariWriter is the preferable format, but any ASCII format vill 
de acceptable, 


BRACE, meets the third “ueeday of the aonth at 7:00 a.a. 
The site of the aeeting each month vill be in roca HN 263 
University of Kentucky Medical Center. The public is vwelcone 
to attend our aeetings out access to the library and the 
newsletter are limited to dues aaying aenbers of 3.R.A.0.E. 


P.D. LIBRARY BITS 
by Jia Cuppy 


New disk additions to the P.D. library for the aonth are: 


# TURBO BASIC & COMPILER (Includes coaplete docs, couple of 
desos & a drawing program) 


+ TURBO BASIC KIT (Includes expanded docugentation, a disk 
cataloger that works in a ramdisk for speed, a bulk disk 
fornater for SUPERDOS and tutorials on strings, arrays and 
sorts.) 


4 P,5. GRAPHICS DISK #4 (Another 256 icons for Print Shep. 
This Srings cur total up to about 1000 icons:) 


+ DIAMOND S05 DEMO (Graphic operating system by Reeve.) 
# HEAVY METAL ART (Side A) & GR8 PICTURE SHOW (Side B) 
# ANS If DISK #1 - Pink Floyd’s THE WALL 

# ANS II DISK #2 - Miscellaneous 


# BRACE CHRISTMAS DISK (Think of it as real early for next 
year) 


##t P.D. DISK RECALL ### 


The following disk have been upgraded. Bring in your original 
for a free upgrade: 


#P,5, GRAPHICS #1 & #3 (Each disk has had some icons replaced 
with better copies of the sage icons. (Thanks to Shannon 
Hagoner’s contribution.) 


# GOE DEMO DISK (The DIAMOND 0S DEMO has been added to side B 
replacing the P.D. GOS on that side.) 


Guidelines: 


A. PD. disk sell for $2.00 and are copied on the club's 
diskettes at the aeeting. 


B. For each disk you contribute, that is not in the library, 
you gay have a library disk of your choice and your 
contribution disk returned to you at the next aeeting. Their 
will be a one meeting delay to allow processing of your 
contribution. 


Support your club by buying your P.D. disk and blank disk fro 
BRACE. Encourage your fellow users to do the sage. 


JANUARY MINUTES 


The meeting vas called to order by our president, Hal Nason. 
dal noted that he was pleased by the large turnout for the 
peeting. Jia and Pete Clough called it to our attention that 
the February issue of Analog aagazine contained a reader 
survey. Analog is trying to find out how to best seet the 
needs af their readers, so here is your chance to let Analog 
know vhat you would like to see in the magazine. 


Hal then turned over the meeting to Jia Cuppy, who explained 
which disks would de available at the end of the aeeting for 
purchase frog our nevly created Public Domain ‘Library. He 
showed us a book with printouts of pictures of the icons on the 
three Public Domain Print Shop Icon Disks available from our 
library. The names of the icons vere neatly printed under each 
icon. 


Jia and Chris Dotson then demonstrated the G0E (Graphic 
Operating System) for the 9-bit Atari. The systes was very 
inpressive and operated very auch like the ST's system, it 
even ran with the aid of the ST’s souse (with no alterations of 
any kind necessary to use the mouse with this systea). 


The aeeting concluded with the opening of the libraries. 
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FS UTILITY DISK ver. 1.0 


NC FRILLS SOFTWARE 
800 E 23RD ST 
KEARNEY, NE. 66847 


(308) 234-6250 
eeviewed by Jim Cuppy 
NO FRILLS software is marketing a collection 


of utility programs for the ATARI abit 
version of PRINT SHOF. The program is called 


PS UTILITY DISK and contains FICTURE VIEWER, 
GRAPHIC CATALOSEF, FONT CATALOGER, BORDER 


CATALOGEX, TRANSFER, 


UNDELETE/RENAME, 


BOOEMARE/COUPON MAKER, LABEL MAKER and 
SETUP: 

The SETUP pregram allows you te choose 
between EFSON or FROWRITER: compatible 
printers. Disk i through 8 may be selected 
ta support either single or multi drive 


systems. 


The BOORMARE/COUFON program is designed to 
create tall thin formated orintouts. I+ 
supports 2 widths and 8 heights. This gives 
you a rectangular print cut ranging fram i 


1/4" x 2 1/4" ta 3 1/2" x 6 3/4". Depending 
on size, the printout may contain up ta =z 
different icons, a FRINT SHOF (FS here 


after) fant text Black, an ATARI custam font 
text black and a PS border. The border, each 
af the fonts and graphics may be loaded from 
other disk anc are pictorially displayed on 


the screen. Aisa displayed is a graphic 
representation of your printout shawing 
blacks ta indicate the vertical positions 


and identity of each of the elements of the 
creation. These positions may be edited by 
selecting that aption and moving the black 
with the curser keys. The program centers 
each Block at the vertical position you 
choose. When printing the user can choose ta 
print a matrix of these labels te fili an 
entire page to 5e cut out latter. 


printed 


cam, 


The FICTURE VIEWER displays icons and their 
names 4 at a time on the monitor. While the 
3 CATALIGER programs are designed tn 
printout your icons, fonts and borders 
neatly formatted with a title and the name 
of each marked under each element. (Sample 
printouts may be found in the F.D. Library 
notebook, since I used this program for cur 
FS ican collection.) 


The TRANSFER program allows the user to mark 
a group af icans and then “batch transfer" 
them ta another disk. The UNDELETE/RENAME 
program provides several new functions nat 
currently supported by the FS series. The 
user may mark and satch delete icons. icons 
may just as easily be renamed or 
“undeletead”. 


All of the programs are menu driven with the 
appropriate options clearly and logically 
presented. File selection is done by taking 
A directory af the disk and highlighting the 
file or files ta be operated upon using the 
cursor and return keys. All screens = and 
printouts are well laid out ana lock very 
professional. 


In summary, tne package is a terrific time 
saver-and I am quite pleased with it’s 
performance. PS UTILITY DISK provides super 


support ta thase people wha want ta organize 


large collections of PS files. I highly 
recommend it. 
By the way, NO FRILLS has been interested, 


responsive and supportive of ATARI 8 bitters 
every time I have dealt with them. They have 
a complete line of ST and 8 bit software at 
reasonable prices. Additionally, they have 
software available for rental and many used 
titles are available at reduced prices. This 
iS a company interested in continuing it’s 
support of the 8 bit ATARI. If your looking 
for someplace ta buy your software, support 
NO FRILLS efforts. That way Ed will be 


around ta help all of us! 
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COME TO THE NEXT MEETING OF BRACE 


FEB. 21, 1889;SEE DIAMOND DEMO;PS UTILITY DISK, TOO! 


ry 
cq 


